Aquatic Science

Dickinson High School 
Fall 2019 - Spring 2020 (2 Semester Course)
Teacher: Ms. B. Maloney 





Email: bmaloney@dickinsonisd.org
Phone Number: 281-229-6507




Conference: Period 3 (9:19-10:05)
Welcome to Aquatic Science!!!
Course Objectives

· To understand the local aquatic systems in order to preserve these systems for future generations 

· To use current technology to gather meaningful data to share with peers and the local community
· To conduct research and communicate scientific finding through writing

· To practice perseverance and work hard for preparation of life after high school
Expectations

A good attitude, curiosity and a willingness to learn and be challenged are vital to success in any course. Each student starts the year at 100%. The students, teachers, and parents will work together to ensure the student is responsible for their own academic success and achievements. 
Tutorials: weekly during CHOMP time & morning tutorials Tues, Wed, Thurs 6:40-7:10 am
· Additional times can be sent up after school if you need. 
· I am here to help ensure you hard work pays off.
Classroom Expectations
1. Students will be courteous and respectful of everyone around them through their actions and words. 
2. Respect the property and space of everyone else around you. 
3. No food and drinks in the classroom due to laboratory activities that may include chemicals.
4. Follow all classroom procedures and all rules and guidelines outlined in the Student Handbook.

Grading

Formative Assessment: 50%
- Students will be responsible for keeping up with a daily notebook that will include note taking, summaries, explanations, writing assignments, diagrams, and drawings. 
- Laboratories and class activities assigned to help explore concepts being introduced in class.
- Periodic quizzes will be given over current work to gauge the students’ progress over our current topic.  
- Periodically assignments not completed in class will be sent home as homework and will be due the next day.
Summative Assessment: 50%
- Students will attend 2 field trips (1st & 4th 9 weeks). They will introduce students to local aquatic habitats and organisms as well as restoration and conservation of aquatic environments in our area. 2 additional field trips will be offered and students will be able to select either the field trip or a research project.
- Students will be required to research fish, marine mammals, birds, fish, and invertebrates found in and around Galveston Bay. The students will be given in class time as well as out of class time to complete these organismal research papers. They will be compiled to make a field guide. Once 5 species have been assigned the guide will for collected and graded for a test grade.
- The course will include a minimum of 4 dissections. The lab reports will extend and show mastery of concepts associated with invertebrate and vertebrate aquatic organisms.
- Unit tests will be given once we completely cover the material. These will be announced in advance. 

- Students will learn to input and graph data using spreadsheet software. They will then analyze the data in formal write ups.

- A cumulative assessment will be given each 9 week period.
Extra Credit: 

· Extra credit opportunities are built into the field guide and with various research assignments through the semester. 

· NO additional assignments will be given for extra credit to boost a grade.

Semester Grades: 

· 45% 1st /3rd 9 Weeks 

· 45% 2nd/4th 9 Weeks

· 10% Semester Exam
Late Work Policy

All homework will be turned in immediately when the tardy bell rings. Work turned in after this time and/or due date will be deducted 10 points for each day late. After 1 week, assignments will no longer be accepted.

Make Up Work

It is the responsibility of the students to find out what has been missed. The make-up trays are in the front corner of the room with make-up work for the previous week. Students absent will be given the number of days they were absent to complete the missing assignments. After that time frame, the late work policy applies.

Scholastic Dishonesty 

(i.e. copying work, cheating on quizzes, tests, & projects, not using your notes on a quiz, turning in identical or near identical work as another student, or cutting and pasting from websites)
It will NOT be tolerated. I expect each student to do his/her own work. If you are uncertain about what constitutes cheating on any given assignment, please do not hesitate to ask. You will earn a zero for the assignment and the incident will be documented within the Skyward Discipline system. The reputation of yourself and your family are at stake.
Activity Fee 


There is a $20.00 activity due at the beginning of each semester of Aquatics. This covers the costs of the extra hands on activities incorporated in the course both on and off campus. The FALL FEE is due by Friday, Aug 30. The SPRING FEE is due by Friday, Jan 17.
Field Trips (2 Required, 3 Optional)
We will partner with Galveston Bay Foundation to grow and restore wetlands around Galveston Bay.  You must to passing ALL classes to attend field trips. Grades will be checked 1 week prior to the trip for eligibility. We will not return to campus until 2:00 pm on field trip days.  It is your responsibility to make sure you are available to attend the entire trip.
Required





Optional
1st 9 Weeks - Salt Marsh Harvesting (Baytown)

2nd 9 Weeks – TAMUG & Seining or Project (Exam)

Tues, Sept 17: Periods 1 & 6 



         Kayaking 

Wed, Sept 18: Periods 4 & 7


Thurs, Sept 19: Periods 2 & 5
4th 9 Weeks - Salt Marsh Restoration (Location TBA)

3rd 9 Weeks – Turtle Barn & Moody Gardens 

Tues, Apr 14: Periods 1 & 6



          or Project (Exam)

Wed, Apr 15: Periods 4 & 7


Thurs, Apr 16: Periods 2 & 5
Materials to Bring to Class Daily


Needed Supplies (by Friday, Aug 30; Kept in classroom)
2 Pencils w/eraser 



Period 1: 1 Box Latex or non-Latex Gloves (50-100 count) 

   OR 2 Black/Blue (if desire)


Period 2: 1 Roll Paper Towels & 1 Container Clorox Wipes

1 - 3 Subject Notebook (or larger if desired)    
Period 4: 2 Boxes of Kleenex & 4 Glue Sticks
   OR 3 - 1 Subject notebooks (will staple together)
Period 5: 1 Box Latex or non-Latex Gloves (50-100 count)
1 – 1 in Binder (kept in classroom)


Period 6: 4 Replacement Rolls Scotch Tape
1 – set 5 dividers (kept in classroom)

Period 7: 2 Boxes of Kleenex & 4 Glue Sticks
Class Buckets (Materials Kept in Classroom) 

We use a lot of supplies daily in our classroom to connect our learning to different activities. Supplies will be provided for in the classroom that all students will have access to every day.  Every lab bench has a bucket full of supplies. The students will not have to purchase or carry these supplies to class each day. Supplies included in the buckets:

Highlighters

Pencil Sharpener
Scissors


Crayons
Tape


Colored pencils
Glue Sticks

Stapler
Syllabus Acknowledgement – Maloney (Aquatic Science)

I, ________________________________ (print student name), have read the syllabus for aquatics and agree to: (a) follow the teacher’s  instructions, (b) follow the expectations outlined in class and in the school handbook, and (c) come ready to learn each and every day. I understand the grading policy and the assignments I will be responsible for completing in order to retain my 100%. I am required to pay a $20.00 activity fee each semester (Due by Aug 30 and Jan 17). I will attend the 2 required field trips for Aquatic Science. I understand that I can attend the tutorial sessions for extra help as well as contact my teacher.
Lab & Field Trip Safety Contract- Maloney (Aquatic Science)
I, ________________________________ (print student name), agree to: (a) follow the teachers instructions, (b) protect my eyes, face, hands and body during laboratory, (c) conduct myself in a responsible manner at all times in the laboratory and in the field, (d) come prepared with appropriate attire and required supplies to field trips, (d) abide by all of the safety regulations, and (e) be passing all my classes so that I am eligible to attend all required field trips.  In doing so, I also realize that failure to conduct myself in a safe manner during laboratory and field trip activities will result in the forfeiture of my laboratory and field trip privileges, and result in a zero.
Student Signature ____________________________________________________________ Date ______________

Parent/Guardian Printed Name _________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature _____________________________________________________ Date ______________

Email: __________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________

