
 

 AP DRAWING SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS – Mrs. 
Thompson’s Class  

Your summer assignments are comprised of 
two parts, sketch journal and drawing 
assignments. READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS 
BEFORE YOU BEGIN 
Sketch Journal  
IMPORTANT: Sketchbooks/journals will be due on the first day of class, no 
exceptions.  
This sketch journal will be each student’s initial inspiration for an entire school 
year of artistic investigation. Students will, of course, want to continue working in 
their sketchbooks even after school starts—and, hopefully, for the rest of their 
lives—but when they arrive at school in August with this treasure chest of ideas, 
they should have more than enough to springboard them successfully into several 
months of artistic production.  
 Size:  

 

No smaller than 5x8”, hard bound, with good quality paper, available at art supply 
and craft stores. Look for a Mixed Media sketchbook so you can use wet media in 
it.  
 Finished Pages:  

 

Your chosen sketchbook (at least 20 pages in the small sketch journal) should be 
filled with research materials, observational drawings, journal entries of your 
summer experiences with images drawn/painted over them, material 
experimentation and concentration ideas.  
 

Composition:  



Students decide how to compose each page. Will they look more like finished 
works of art? Or will they look more like pages in a notebook for another class? 
Will they be mostly made up of your sketches? Will there be a little or a lot of 
writing? Will students glue in envelopes stuffed with images? Keep anything and 
everything that you find interesting and use it in your artwork. Play with media 
and see what the possibilities are. You never know until you try and this sketch 
journal is all about trying something new! Throwing together something at the last 
minute is counterproductive to the purpose and to your grade!  
 
 Media:  
 

Students decide what media to use. I do want to see the student using mixed 
media and layering materials throughout their sketch journal in experimentation. 
Students should keep in mind that they might want a cover sheet or fixative over 
pastel and charcoal (wax paper works well and can be taped into the binding). 
Painted pages should be thoroughly dried before closing and I recommend wax 
paper between painted pages as well. Anything can be an art material and I expect 
to see each student pushing this idea to its limits in their sketch journal.  
Remember this is 20 pages of experimentation and ideas , not finished works of 
art.  
Drawing Assignments  
Your drawing assignments will also be due at the end of the first week of 
class. You will receive 4 project grades in the first 6 weeks of class for 
these and this will greatly affect whether you will pass the first semester 
and remain in the AP class.  
Choose 4 of the following assignments, as finished quality artworks.  
Pieces should be between no smaller than 9 x12” and no larger than 24 x36” in size 
– the assignments are about quality, not quantity. You may use any media or mixed 
media of your choice. You are encouraged to explore media, techniques and 
approaches you have not used before. These pieces are work for the “Breadth” 
section of your AP portfolio. You will need 12 strong Breadth pieces in your 
portfolio. The emphasis in this section of the portfolio is variety of media, style, 
approach and subject matter. The Breadth section of the Drawing portfolio 
MUST include observational drawing. NO DRAWING ON COMPUTER PAPER; 
INVEST IN SOME QUALITY PAPER OR BOARD.  
 



NOTE: if you attend an art class or workshop over the summer at a college, 
museum, or arts center, you may submit work from those programs as your 
summer assignments  
DO NOT SIGN YOUR NAME TO THE FRONT OF YOUR WORK or place any 
identifying  
marks on the front as per AP Guidelines. Be sure to write your name on the back.  
Visit the AP Central website for the portfolio you are submitting often to see 
sample portfolios  
and to become familiar with requirements.  
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/studiodrawing  
Remember that all these assignments are meant for you to interpret and make 
your own. There is no right and wrong way to complete these besides not thinking 
it through. We WILL be critiquing these within the first week of class so be 
prepared.  
 
 

1. A “Scape” work: Find a place around your house or around the area or perhaps 
on your vacation where you think the setting would create a good  
piece of artwork. This can be a sea-scape, land-scape, your personal e-scape…as 
long as you are creating from direct observation. I do NOT want a traditional 
landscape. I DO want you to draw from an interesting perspective, change the 
colors around or otherwise re-create a traditional “scape” style painting in a new 
and interesting way.  
Check out this website:  
http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/courbet/homepage.html  
Be sure and look at all the bullets to learn about Courbet – click on themes, 
techniques, composition, his photographs, his life and career and after Courbet to 
learn how he influenced.  
2. Who are you, REALLY? : Portrait with “Character”: Create a piece that involves 
a still life or room interior that describes the character of a particular person 
(real or imaginary) and show the person in the space you created. Include 
specifically selected subjects: all objects must have a specific meaning to or for 
this character in order to be included. Use facial expression, color, objects, 
setting, lighting and other context clues to let the viewer know the character of 
the person in your artwork. (This does not have to be a traditional portrait and  



the more creative and unexpected the better this will be!!!) Look up some portrait 
artists if you need some ideas!  
3. Dissection: Do a study of an object that you have taken apart. Arrange the 
parts on a surface with other objects related or not related and study the 
TEXTURAL qualities. Some ideas would be a mechanical object, a child’s toy, a 
girl’s makeup bag, your bin of art supplies, ingredients for a cooking recipe, a few 
apples or other fruit cut apart…anything where you are creating a still composition 
out of something that has been dissected or disassembled. This does not have to 
be boring! PUT YOUR OWN SPIN ON IT!!!  
4. Draped Figure: Create a scenario where you have a person (friend or family 
member) draped in clothing with lots of folds or draped lines. If you can’t find 
clothing like this drape them in a bed sheet, thin blanket or towel. The point of 
this is to show correct proportions of the figure and to carefully render the 
intricate folds of the fabric. Drawing students should focus on the lines and 
shading, and should show correct proportions for the figure along with a 
background or setting for the figure. Remember composition is important and you 
can NOT ignore the background in this study!!!  
5. A self portrait expressing a mood. How can you use color to convey that mood? 
What style will work best for you in this work? Do some research online or at an 
area museum to see how different artists create self portraits and what 
techniques and media they use. Use an odd/extreme angle and consider strong 
light/dark contrast.  
6. Still life arrangement of 3 or more reflective objects. Your goal is to convey 
convincing representation. Sketch and shade for contrast and drama. Consider 
doing this as a self portrait – draw yourself distorted in a shiny object.  
7. A drawing of an unusual interior – for example, look inside a closet or cabinet, in 
the refrigerator, under the car’s hood or inside the medicine cabinet.  
8. A still life arrangement of objects representing members of your family – a 
favorite pair of shoes, a toy etc. You must have at least 3 objects and use an 
unusual viewpoint or angle. Put the objects on the floor and stand up looking down 
at them.  
9. A close up of a bicycle/tricycle from and unusual angle with strong 
light/shadow. Do NOT draw the bicycle from the side view.  
10. Expressive landscape – this can be near your home, a place you visit on 
vacation or one you find on a drive outside Arlington or out into the countryside. 
Make every effort  



to work plein-air – meaning drawing or painting outdoors. You will have better light 
and will be able to focus on the color you actually see.  
11. Café Drawing – go to a coffee shop to sit and sketch. In your drawing capture 
the essence of the place by capturing the people you see. 3 people minimum in this 
drawing composition. Use Value to add contrast.  
12. Action portrait/figure drawing – have a friend or family member pose for you 
doing some sort of movement (jumping rope, riding a bike, walking down stairs 
etc.) Capture the entire sequence of their action in one work or art or a series of 
photos. How will you portray movement in your work? Look at “Nude Descending a 
Staircase” by Dada artist Marcel Duchamp to see an example of an action painting. 
Also see the work of Futurist artists Giacomo Balla and F.T. Marinetti.  
.  
13. Shoe Sense  
Create a still life arrangement consisting of your family member’s shoes. Try to 
convey the different personalities of your family members through the rendering 
of the shoes. Be creative and have fun! This assignment can be done in 
monochrome (black, white, gray) and/or in color using any medium, technique and 
style you desire.  
Summer can get away from you fast so make yourself a schedule and stick to it. If 
you have any questions you can email me at lthompson@dickinsonisd.org , if you are 
having questions during the summer email me at jonlyd99@gmail.com or text me at 
713-417-5195 


